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From the Desk of the District Administrator 
The weather is cooling and we are fortunate to have incurred only one 

tropical storm is this year’s hurricane season.  However, the storm still brews for 
the child who suffers the effects of abuse and neglect. 

This is why we continue to need you to advocate for the children in court.  
Your contribution to the children is so remarkable and often times your voice is the 
calm in the middle of the storm.  However, there is always a need for new 
volunteers and I challenge each of you to help us out with recruitment.  Just tell one 
friend or colleague what you do and ask them to join you.  Studies show that people 
volunteer because they are asked by someone else. 

Fall also brings a time of planning and purpose.  A number of things are 
being planned this fall up to Christmas and I just want to mention them to you. 

 
Friday September 14th.  GAL Cookout – A former volunteer has graciously 
donated the Pork and Cindi (well Art really) is gong to cook it for us.  Bring your 
mate and your children and come join us at Wilson Bay Park. 
Monday – September 24th – Substance Abuse Workshop sponsored by Onslow 
County Behavioral Health Care –Western Park in Cape Carteret.  Call for details. 
November 7th and 8th – Staff meeting in Raleigh – Iris, Andy, Patrick and Mac 
will be out of the office for 2 days. 
December 6th – Legal Permanency Workshop – To be held in District 4.  Some 
volunteers have gone to this workshop in Kinston and it was so enlightening that 
we are bringing it to you.  So mark your calendars and plan to attend.   
December 2007 – Keep in mind that GALVA tries to help as many children in 
relative placements as possible for Christmas.  In the past we have had a private 
benefactor and hope this will be offered again in 2007. 
GALVA Fundraiser  – If you like GOLF, even if you don’t like GOLF, if you are 
good at Fund Raising or even if you’re not, GALVA NEEDS YOU .  GALVA, in 
collaboration with program staff is planning a “Virtual Golf Tournament” for April, 
2008.  This will be in April which is Prevent Child Abuse Awareness Month and 
will bring much recognition to our GALVA Association. 

 
Yours in Advocacy, Iris Derrick 

Legal Permanency Workshop 
District Administrator Iris Derrick and Program Supervisor Patrick 

Giddeons were among several GALs who took advantage of a free In-Service 
Training in Kinston recently.  Other GALs in attendance were Laurie Baldridge, 
Anne Barker, Jim Barr, Alene Cobb, Jane Dempsey, Anna Marrible, Jim Pearson, 
Sue Rider, and Rose Strachan.  This workshop is to be repeated in Jacksonville on 
December 6, 2007 in the evening hours.  Further details will follow soon. 
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GAL News 

GALVA GATHERINGS 
This summer has been a rather slow one for the Guardian ad Litem Volunteer Association, but 

there are several newsworthy items. 
First, many thanks to Julie Biggers who showed up at our door a few weeks ago bearing gifts in 

the form of school supplies.  Any of you who have child-clients in need of pencils, paper and other 
school supplies drop in and see what we have. 

A great big Thank You also goes out to Trinity Methodist Church who donated two book bags full of school 
supplies for our children’s use. 

GALVA has also responded to a request from the Department of Social Services.  Several children there were in 
need of clothes and school supplies beyond what the DSS vouchers would cover.  We were pleased to be asked and it was 
a genuine pleasure to be able to write checks for $450.00 to meet that crucial need. 

And let that serve as a reminder to all of you that there is some money left for your child-clients who may need 
things for which there is no other source.  Let us know!  

Finally, on October 27, GALVA will again get involved to some degree in Jacksonville’s Make A Difference Day 
activities.  Among other things there will be a big yard sale for non-profits agencies like GALVA to make a little money.  
So be thinking about those no longer useful items in your garage or basement that might become “ . . . another person’s 
treasure.”  We’ll put out more info on when and where to bring the stuff. 

Mac Moody, President, Guardian ad Litem Volunteer Association 

IN SERVICE TRAINING 
About 30 volunteers gathered in Jacksonville on August 13, 

2007 for an In-Service Training Program.  Former Administrator, Jean 
Hawley, presented the Youth Court Report which she designed in 2005.  
Current District Administrator Iris Derrick presented training on a new 
Court Report which is designed to be more comprehensive as well as 
more volunteer writer friendly.  Another 30 received the same training 
on August 16 in Kenansville presented by Jean Hawley and Andy 
Webb.  Refreshments were served and it was an enjoyable and 
educational evening for all. 

All Court Reports are now to be written using the new format.  
Those volunteers who were not able to be at either of the training sessions should contact Iris or Andy at your 
earliest convenience to arrange for the training. 

Good News for Volunteers and Volunteerism 
Our Nor’ East Regional Administrator, Cy Gurney, recently came across an excellent piece of information which 

she shared with us.  “Volunteers contribute about 8.2 billion hours per year, worth bout $152 billion a year.  ‘And if that’s 
not enough, volunteering is actually good for you,’ says Stephen Post, a bioethics professor at Case Western Reserve 
University’s School of Medicine in Cleveland, Ohio. 

 
“It’s good to be good,” says Post, author of Why Good things Happen to Good People.  ‘There are clear 

psychological and health benefits to volunteering,’ he says. ‘When people are self-preoccupied, they’re also preoccupied 
with problems of self.  When people volunteer in the community, there’s a lifting of that anxiety and they tend to be 
happier.’ 

 
“Of course, we knew that,” says Cy.  So there’s another advantage of Guardian ad Litem volunteering that you 

can all share with your friends when you extol the virtues of our program. 

Welcome Back Lindsey! 
Our Master of Social Work intern Lindsey is back among us after a summer of relaxing and earning extra money 

as a waitress.  She will be with us on Wednesday, Thursday, and Fridays as she continues her excellent work for us and 
makes her final run at that Master of Social Work degree from the University of North Carolina at Wilmington.  Keep up 
the good work, Lindsey! 
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Calendar 
September 

3 – Labor Day – Office Closed 
5 – Court in Duplin Co. & Jones Co. 
6 – Court in Sampson Co. 
14 – Volunteer Appreciation Pig 

Pickin 5:30 to 8:00 
15 – Recruiting at Senior EXPO and 

Women’s EXPO 
17 to 21 – Court in Onslow Co. all 

week 
17 – Court in Jones Co.  
19 – Court in Duplin Co. 
20 – Court in Sampson Co. 
24 to 27 – New Volunteer Training 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 

1 to 3 – New Volunteer Training 
3 – Court in Duplin Co. 
4 – Court in Sampson Co. 
5 – Court in Onslow Co. 
8 – Columbus Day 
15 to 19 – Judges Conference No 

Court 
26 – Court in Onslow Co. 
29 to 31 – Court in Onslow Co. all 

week 
31 – Court in Duplin Co. 
31 – Halloween 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November 

1 & 2 – Court in Onslow Co. 
1 – Court in Sampson Co. 
5 – Court in Jones Co. 
6 – Court In Jones Co. 
6 – Election Day 
7 & 8 – State Wide Staff Meeting 
9 – Court in Onslow Co. 
11 – Veterans Day 
12 – Office Closed 
16 – Court in Onslow Co. 
22 – Thanksgiving 
22 & 23 – Office Closed 

Birthdays 
September 

  1 – Verena Howell 
Demetrice Armwood 

  6 – Ashley Buckhout  
13 – Ebony Stevenson 
19 – Patrick Giddeons 
24 – Helen Russell 
28 – Jean Hawley 
27 – Melissa Hurtado 
30 – Jennifer Avila 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 

  7 – Wilter Drew 
  8 – Julia Outlaw 
11 – Jennie Gray 
15 – Nona Rogers 
16 – Enoch Hasberry, III 
17 – Helen Parker 
21 – Jennifer Smith 
        Daryl Steinbraker 
23 – Andrea Frazier 
25 – Jim Pearson 

November 

10 – Dawn Ballard 
13 – Anne Barker 

Anniversaries 
September 

1995 – William Sidberry 
1997 – Anne Barker 
2002 – Jon Stone 
2003 – Anna Marrible 

Ella Smith 
Jennifer Smith 

2004 – Marty Lewis 
2005 – Rosa Davis 
2006 – Barbara Carey 

Laurie Gablick 
 
 
 
 

October 

1997 – Tabitha Ernst 
2004 – A.J. Fonah 

November 

2002 – Helen Russell 
2005 – Demetrice Armwood 

Wanda Corbett 
Ocia Hooper 
Carol McCullen 

2006 – Betty Gibson 
Carol Marshburn 
Linda Passingham 

 

Volunteer Appreciation 
Pig Pickin. 

Please join us Friday September 
14th for a pig picking.  The event 
will be held at Wilson Bay Park 
in Jacksonville, and will last from 
5:30 till 8:00 PM.  There will be 
hotdogs available for the children.  
Spouses, children, and significant 
others are invited. 

 

School Supplies 
School has already started, but 
we do have some school 
supplies left.  If you have a 
child in need of a backpack or 
other school supplies please 
contact the office or stop by.  
We will give them out on a 
first come basis.  A special 
thank you goes to Julie 
Biggers for donating the 
school supplies. 
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SAVE THE DATE 

Mark your calendars and save the date, September 14, 2007 from 5:30 – 8:00 PM.  That’s the date 
for our next volunteer appreciation event.  It is to be a “pig pickin” in Wilson Bay Park.  Volunteers, 
significant others and children are welcome!  Please RSVP to the GAL office by September 11, 2007. 

Come out and meet our large group of new GALs and enjoy! 

New GALs Keep up the pace! 

Sadly, several outstanding GALs had to leave us recently as life took them 
elsewhere.  The good news is 21 new GALs have joined 
us this summer in Onslow and Duplin/Sampson 
Counties.  Wendy Brown, Lori Oumarou, Jennifer 
January, Kathleen Seisman and Robert Treese came on 
board in Onslow, swearing-in in June.  Monika Brewer, 
Jenny Common, Amanda Hudson, Phyllis Holt, Jannet 
King, Shellon Mayers and Elizabeth White took the 

oath in August.  All of these new volunteers have taken cases and several had their first 
court appearance on the same day!  In Sampson County Linda Harrington swore-in on August 22.  In 

Duplin County Wayne Aramini, Ruthie Buckram, and Tracy 
Graybar all swore-in on June 27, and on August 27th Selena Smith, 
Demoris Johnson, Linda Corbett, and Betty Branch were all sworn-
in. 

Thank you also to Fred Holt and Joseph 
Common who completed the training in August 
and is ready to swear in at a more opportune time. 

Welcome to all of you!  We sincerely 
hope you will find child advocacy as enriching as many thousands before you 
have! 

Volunteer Profile 

Recently, in Sampson County, a child came into foster care because of 
domestic violence between the parents- for the second time. After observing the visits at DSS 
with the parents, Jim Barr  had concerns. In fact, he recommended in his court report and told 
the Judge in open court that the mother and father should visit with the child separately. That 
recommendation didn’t become part of the court order, but later that same day, the mother 
and father had another episode of domestic violence. Jim was right. 

Jim is currently appointed to four cases, with a total of six children. Jim has traveled 
from Oxford (near the Virginia State line) to Fayetteville and everywhere in between to see 
these children. He has participated in volunteer recruiter and other forms of training, and he 
has attended numerous meetings at DSS to advocate for the children he is appointed to. The 
next time you get frustrated with the courts and wonder why you do this, remember… “Jim 

was right.” 
Children’s Book Week 

The Partnership for Children is participating in Rise Up Reading by collecting books for children during the 
week November 12 – 18.  Volunteers are encouraged to help in this book drive by dropping donated books at the 
Partnership on Western Boulevard.  Mac Moody will also be happy to accept the books at the GAL office and deliver 
them to the Partnership. 

Congratulations Cassandra!  The family of volunteer Cassandra Ruth recently welcomed a new addition, 
granddaughter, Lariial Reann.  We understand the new arrival was 2 months early and there were some minor 
complications but all is well now.  Congratulations to all! 
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Kelly’s Farewell 
To my gracious Co-Workers for which we all share a Heart and Love for children. You all know me 

very well so that is why I am writing a letter, because if I tried to tell you how I feel there would be so many 
tears, happy and sad that I would never get it out. I want to express my gratitude to each of you. The last two 
years of my working life has been so great, not only because of what I do but because of each one of you. I feel 
like you are a part of my family I know if I needed any one of you, you would be right there for me. There are 
not many places you can work at and feel valued as a person and for what you do. I think we all work very well 
together and each of us brings something unique to the table which makes it complete. Our personalities mix 
very well as a team   and it breaks my heart that I am no longer going to be a part of that wonderful TEAM. I 
can not begin to tell you how very much I am going to miss you all. Each one of you is very Special to me and I 
want to Thank You all for the Love and Support you have given me. I hope you know my life has been truly 
Blessed to have worked and shared a great friendship with all of you. One beautiful journey is ending and 

another beautiful journey is beginning but the friendship will continue forever. 
I will never forget all the wonderful times I have spent with you all, you will 
always be in my mind and heart. Please keep in touch with me. 

 
To the Volunteers who give their time and heart to help a child. I want 

to Thank You for all the wonderful things you do for the children in your 
community. It has been a joy working with each of you. I will miss you all. 

 
Sincere Regards,   
Kelly Campbell   

  Mileage Reimbursement @ .45 per mile.   
                
                                

  1 0.45   21 9.45   41 18.45   61 27.45   81 36.45   

  2 0.90   22 9.90   42 18.90   62 27.90   82 36.90   

  3 1.35   23 10.35   43 19.35   63 28.35   83 37.35   

  4 1.80   24 10.80   44 19.80   64 28.80   84 37.80   

  5 2.25   25 11.25   45 20.25   65 29.25   85 38.25   

  6 2.70   26 11.70   46 20.70   66 29.70   86 38.70   

  7 3.15   27 12.15   47 21.15   67 30.15   87 39.15   

  8 3.60   28 12.60   48 21.60   68 30.60   88 39.60   

  9 4.05   29 13.05   49 22.05   69 31.05   89 40.05   

  10 4.50   30 13.50   50 22.50   70 31.50   90 40.50   

  11 4.95   31 13.95   51 22.95   71 31.95   91 40.95   

  12 5.40   32 14.40   52 23.40   72 32.40   92 41.40   

  13 5.85   33 14.85   53 23.85   73 32.85   93 41.85   

  14 6.30   34 15.30   54 24.30   74 33.30   94 42.30   

  15 6.75   35 15.75   55 24.75   75 33.75   95 42.75   

  16 7.20   36 16.20   56 25.20   76 34.20   96 43.20   

  17 7.65   37 16.65   57 25.65   77 34.65   97 43.65   

  18 8.10   38 17.10   58 26.10   78 35.10   98 44.10   

  19 8.55   39 17.55   59 26.55   79 35.55   99 44.55   

  20 9.00   40 18.00   60 27.00   80 36.00   100 45.00   
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OH, ONE MORE THING contributed by Mac Moody 

 As I sat musing about what to put on this back page, for some reason one of my favorite pieces of writing 
came to mind.  What does it have to do with child advocacy, or recruiting, or training?  Probably nothing – or 
maybe everything.  Anyway, here it is: 
 
 “Most of what I really need to know about how to live, and what to do, and how to be, I learned in 
kindergarten.  Wisdom was not at the top of the graduate school mountain, but there in sand box at nursery 
school.  These are the things I learned: 

Share everything. 
Play fair. 

Don’t hit people. 
Put things back where you found them. 

Clean up your own mess. 
Don’t take things that aren’t yours. 

Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody. 
Wash your hands before you eat. 

Flush. 
Warm cookies and cold milk are good for you. 

 
Live a balanced life. Learn some and think some and draw some and paint some and sing and dance 

everyday. Take a nap every afternoon.  When you go out in the world, watch for traffic, hold hands and stick 
together. Be aware of wonder.  Remember the little seed in the plastic cup?  The roots go down and the plant 
goes up and nobody really knows how or why.  We are like that.” 

Robert Fulghum 


